
COASTAL MANAGEMENT AT STUDLAND BAY 

CASE STUDY – HOLD THE LINE (HTL) 

The National Trust look after 24 km of the Purbeck coast, including Studland 

Bay. Different places along this coastline will respond differently to climate 

change and have a unique environmental and socioeconomic setting. When choosing what sort of 

coastal management policy we want to implement for each place, we select the one that minimises 

the risks associated with climate change, whilst maximising the benefits. A ‘Hold The Line’ (HTL) policy 

is where the current position of the coast is held by defending whatever is at risk. An example of this 

at Studland Bay is at the Training Bank.  

WHAT IS THE TRAINING 

BANK? 

The Training Bank is a 1.5 km 

long rock groyne located 

between Knoll Beach and 

Shell Bay. It was constructed 

in 1860 to prevent the 

entrance of Poole Harbour 

from silting up and has been 

extended a couple of times 

since then. The National 

Trust own the land where 

the Training Bank starts but 

the structure itself is 

managed by Poole Harbour 

Commissioners. 

WHY DO WE WANT TO HOLD THE LINE? 

Defending the coast is not the go-to approach for the National Trust. Since 2005 our ‘Shifting Shores’ 

policy has meant that we always seek to work with natural processes wherever possible, and instead 

look to develop innovative ways to adapt to coastal change. However sometimes there are exceptions, 

and here defending the entrance to Poole Harbour is the only option. It is critical that the entrance to 

Poole Harbour remains open to keep the shipping lane 

viable. The economic and social consequences of 

allowing it to silt up outweighs the environmental cost of 

having a structure interrupting the natural sediment 

dynamics of Studland Bay. Poole Harbour is the second 

biggest natural harbour in the world and is an incredibly 

important commercial and ecological asset. Defending 

the Training Bank attributes to more accretion in Shell 

Bay, but this is not necessarily a bad thing.  

Poole Harbour 

Knoll Beach 

Shell Bay 
Training Bank 


